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The Annual Home Maintenance Checklist 

Spring 
Come springtime, most of us are eager to throw open the windows and clean out the closets. It’s 
also time to give your house, inside and out, a good once-over.  

Spring cleanup. Start outside, raking up any remaining leaves that survived the winter, and 
laying down mulch in your flowerbeds and beneath the hedges. A thin layer of mulch will 
protect plants from drought and keep weeds at bay, checking for damage, leaking faucets. If 
you plan on hiring a lawn care service to maintain your property and mow your lawn, now is 
the time to renew your annual contract. 

Trees. If your property has any trees, have them inspected by a certified arborist, who can 
check for signs of illness or any dead branches and catch problems before they escalate and 
kill a tree. The untrained eye could miss signs of damage, and a dead or dying tree poses a 
safety hazard to you, your home and neighboring properties. 

Lawns and hedges. Reseed your lawn, filling in bald patches before the summer heat. 
Check for your local government and what days you may water your lawn. 

THE OUTSIDE OF YOUR HOME 

Inspect. Walk around the outside of the house: Are there cracks in the concrete? Is the 
driveway in good condition? Check the roof for signs of loose or broken shingles. Look up at 
the chimney for signs of wear. Check the facade and foundation for cracks or signs of water 
pooling. 

The gutters. Your gutters control the flow of rainwater on your house, protecting your roof, 
siding and foundation. Clogged gutters can cause a roof to leak or water to infiltrate your 
house. Clean them at least twice a year (or more frequently, depending on how many trees 
surround your property and hang over your roof). Also, check for damage.  

If you clean them yourself, be careful on that ladder, as more than 630,000 Americans 
needed medical treatment in 2015 for ladder-related injuries, according to the United States 
Consumer Product Safety Commission. You can also hire a professional gutter cleaner, a 
service that can cost $75 to $225, depending on the size of your home, according to Angie’s 
List. 
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Paint. Exterior paint looks nice and protects your shingles from water damage and rot. Look 
for signs of peeling or chipping paint. You may need a touch-up or a fresh coat. If you plan to 
hire a professional, schedule the job in the spring so the work gets done by the end of the 
summer. 

INSIDE YOUR HOME 

HVAC systems. For homes with central heat and air, call your HVAC technician to schedule 
the system’s biannual checkup and servicing. Also, to reduce electric cost, change your air 
vents per month.  Make a time that is easy to remember the 1st the 15th or the 30th.  Make 
don’t forget list and put on the refrigerator.  A technician should check the ductwork for signs 
of damage, and clean and service the furnace and A/C compressor. Check with the BBB or a 
good friend for a reputable company or person. Clean the bathroom vents. 

Plumbing. Give your pipes a good once-over, checking under sinks to make sure there are 
no signs of leaks. Look up at your ceilings too for telltale water stains – a sign of a leak in the 
wall. Check faucets for drips and the flapper in the tank of your toilet to make sure it has not 
worn out (once the flapper starts to go, expect your toilet to run more frequently.) Fix what you 
can yourself; call a plumber for what you need help with. Google it or U tube it.  It is not a bad 
a idea if you cannot repair it yourself.  You will at least know what the pro’s should be 
checking for. 

Ceiling fans. Reverse the setting on your ceiling fans to counterclockwise. This pushes the 
air down, creating a nice breeze. 

Air-conditioning. Whether you have central air-conditioning or window units, you 
should clean your filters at least once a month, particularly if you’ve been running the A/C a 
lot.  Use an easy date to remember, 1st, 15th.30th or your payday.  Write a list of dates to 
remember and place on the refrigerator. 

Plan for extreme heat. Heat waves are inevitable in summer, so prepare your home before 
the harsh weather arrives. Check the weather stripping around doors and windows to keep 
the cool air in. Cover windows that receive morning or afternoon sun with drapes. Check on 
your neighbors, particularly older ones who live alone. Heat waves can strain power 
grids, causing brownouts and blackouts. Check your disaster supply kit to make sure it’s fully 
stocked with items like batteries for flashlights, canned food, bottled water, medicines, a 
battery powered radio and a first-aid kit. 

Establish a family emergency plan. Where will you meet if you need to evacuate quickly 
and not everyone is at home? What are the best escape routes from the house? Discuss the 
plan with everyone in the family. Choose a contact person outside the family whom everyone 
can call, and make sure everyone has that person’s number. Teach your children when and 
how to call 911. Review this plan with your family annually. 

Bugs and other pests. You’re not the only one who loves your home. Termites, ants, 
carpenter bees and mice like it, too. Some infestations, like a single trail of ants, may be 
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resolved with a spray can and a thorough cleaning of the area. Others, like termites, demand 
professional assistance. A single visit from a pest control company could cost $300 to 
$550, according to HomeAdvisor. But if you have a continuing pest problem, like mice, 
consider an annual contract, with a monthly fee of around $40 to $45, according to 
HomeAdvisor. Discuss the details of the contract carefully, as not all services are included in 
a standard contract.But you also need to be diligent and take steps to reduce the risk of 
infestation. Seal holes where mice and roaches can get in. Protect mattresses against 
invaders like bedbugs — if you go on a trip and think you may have brought unwanted 
stowaways home in your luggage, unpack in the garage and wash all your clothes 
immediately. Check the attic regularly to make sure a family of, say, raccoons has not taken 
up residence.If you have a specific bug infestation, check Wirecutter for the best bug-control 
tools. 

Consider home improvement projects. Many contractors are focused on outdoor projects 
in the summer months. Now is the time to lock them in for your fall and winter indoor ones. If 
you plan to paint a few rooms or update a bathroom, get bids now so you can schedule the 
jobs for the cooler months ahead.  

Sump pump. Spring often brings rain. Check your sump pump to make sure it’s draining 
properly. You do not want to wait until a major rainstorm to find out that the pump’s motor is 
shot. This for those with septic tanks. 

Chimney. Even if you do not regularly use the fireplace A chimney carries dangerous gases 
from your fireplace. wood stove or furnace out of your home, helping to keep the air inside 
breathable. Your chimney should be inspected annually, and cleaned periodically depending 
upon how often you use it, according to the Chimney Safety Institute of America. 

Check your smoke alarm and carbon monoxide detectors. Between 2007 and 2011, 
almost two-thirds of home fire deaths were in homes without working smoke 
detectors, according to the National Fire Protection Association. Change batteries on your 
smoke and carbon monoxide detectors once a year. The switch to daylight time is a good day 
to choose for the job. Another good option: Mother’s Day. You may also want to consider so-
called smart detectors that are linked throughout your home and give voice alerts, not just 
alarms.   
 Also, check with your local fire department to see if they will assist you with changing your 
batteries. 

	


